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Abstract

Khmer Temples in Thailand along the Thai-Cambodian Border

Professor Sakchai Saisingha, Ph.D.

Associate Fellow, Archaeology History Branch

The Royal Society of Thailand

The temples located along the Thai-Cambodian border discussed here are examples of sanctuaries
situated within Thailand’s present territory (with the exception of Preah Vihear Temple). These
sites are officially registered as Thai monuments, with documentation confirming their recognition
as national heritage following the demarcation of the boundary between Thailand and Cambodia
under French administration. In terms of artistic style and historical significance, most of these
temples belong to the Baphuon period, dating to the late 11th century CE (late 16th Buddhist
century), while a few were constructed during the Angkor Wat and Bayon periods. According to
inscriptions, these medium-sized temples were generally founded by high-ranking Brahmins of the
royal court, serving as religious centers for cities or kinship groups. After the border division, these
temples came to lie within Thai territory and are therefore referred to as examples of Khmer art in

Thailand.

Keywords: Khmer Temple; Thai-Cambodian Border
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